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CAPTAIN OF THE PORT, WESTERN ALASKA
NAVIGATION SAFETY ADVISORY

Dear Mariner:

Recent National Weather Service forecasts indicate that cold temperatures are causing a significant ice
buildup in upper Cook Inlet. The Captain of the Port (COTP), Western Alaska published the 2009-2010
Operating Procedures for Ice Conditions in Cook Inlet to assist mariners with the extreme dan ger posed
by ice and winter weather conditions.

Due to the ice buildup, the COTP Western Alaska is implementing the precautionary measures described
in Phase One of the 2009-2010 Operating Procedures for Ice Conditions in Cook Inlet. As such, all
vessels arriving in Cook Inlet north of Homer, Alaska must submit a voyage plan no less than 24 hours
prior to arrival at the Kachemak Bay Pilot Station. The voyage plan template is posted on Sector
Anchorage’s Homeport website at the address listed below. While use of this template is not mandatory,
a voyage plan must include all information the template lists. Based on the information provided in the
voyage plan, the COTP Western Alaska will determine if the vessel needs an exam prior to entry into
Cook Inlet. Vessel agents can coordinate with Marine Safety Detachment (MSD) Kenai at (907) 283-
3292 to schedule an exam.

Additional information, including Navigation Safety Advisories, the email address to submit voyage
plans and ice forecast information can be found at:

Voyage Plans may be sent to: Sector.Anchorage@uscg.mil
NOAA Ice Desk is available online at:  http://pafc.arh.noaa.gov/ice.php?img=cookice
Sector Anchorage Homeport website is:  http://homeport.uscg.mil/anchorage

Questions regarding this advisory or the 2009-2010 Operating Procedures for Ice Conditions in Cook
Inlet may be directed to LTJG Jennifer Carty at (907) 271-6718.

Sincerely,

] M

P. ALBERTSON
Commander, U. S. Coast Guard
Alternate Captain of the Port, Western Alaska

Copy: Commander, Seventeenth Coast Guard District (dp)
Supervisor, Marine Safety Detachment Kenai















Subj: 2009-2010 OPERATING PROCEDURES FOR ICE 16710

CONDITIONS IN COOK INLET December 16, 2009

BARGE OPERATIONS

Nikiski Tug/Barge Operating Procedures:

1,

When Phase II Procedures are in effect, in addition to filing a voyage plan with the COTP the
following actions shall be taken:

a. An “assist” tug shall assist the attending tug and barge to the facility.

b. When there is no ice at the dock and the barge has successfully moored, the assist tug
should act as an ice scout should under the direction of the moored tug’s navigational watch.
The ice scout should be positioned in the best location so that current ice conditions can be
relayed to the attending tug in a timely manner, allowing tow response to expedite prudent
risk mitigation.

c¢. The assist tug shall reposition alongside the moored tow in a timely manner anytime the
vessel is encountering ice conditions while alongside the dock.

d. When the flood current is forecast to be 2 knots or greater and the tow is encountering
ice conditions, both the attending and assist tugs shall keep main engines running and ready
for immediate operation.

e. When the current is forecast to be 4 knots or greater and the vessel is encountering ice
conditions, all transfer operations shall be discontinued, and transfer hoses made ready for
immediate disconnect.

2. The facility dock Person-in-Charge (PIC), Towing Vessel Operator, Tug Captain, or Barge
Tankerman may determine it prudent to suspend transfer operations and disconnect hoses during
maximum flood currents, since the ice flow is heavier on the flood tide at the Nikiski docks.
Facility operators should follow their own ice procedures.

Sincerely,

. A. FOSDICK
Captain, U.S. Coast Guard
Captain of the Port, Western Alaska



